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MSS 650  SOUTHARD Collection, 1924-1994 
 
4 boxes.  46 folders.  226 items.  Originals, photocopies,  







 Born in Happy Hollow, Kentucky (Ohio County), on 28 October 1901, James Robert 
“Bob” Southard attended local public schools and in 1921 briefly attended Western Kentucky 
University.  From 1923 to 1937, he was employed chiefly at Fort Motor Company’s Highland 
Park plant in Detroit, Michigan.  During the winters and frequent factory layoffs, Southard 
worked for his brother Preston, who owned a tent movie business that toured Kentucky and 
Arkansas. 
 After the showboats ceased to ply the Green River, Southard was instrumental in 
bringing outside entertainment once again to the communities in Green River Valley.  On 14 
April 1939, in Rosine, Kentucky, he began his own traveling tent show by presenting the film 
Breathless Moments.  After roads improved and more communities got theaters, Southard’s 
business declined.  He did operate a drive-in theater for several years. 
 Southard died on 7 February 1985 and was buried in the Southard family cemetery in 
Ohio County, Kentucky. 
 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 Most of this collection consists of small notebooks (Boxes 1 to 3) in which Bob Southard 
logged daily financial records about his movie operation from 1931 to 1959.  Generally income 
is kept in one set of notebooks, while tent rentals are recorded in a separate journal.  The tent 
was occasionally used for purposes other than showing films.  On almost every day of 
operation, Southard noted the number of tickets sold for each showing and the amount of 
money made from concessions, which was chiefly packaged candy.  Southard also noted loans 
made by him and the repayment thereof, rentals, and other personal financial information. 
 Box 1, Folder 2 contains personal letters written by Southard, while working in Michigan, 
to family members back in Kentucky, 1927-1928, and a few business letters from the early-
1930s, one of which is written on the back of a movie broadside (undated) that was shown in 
Brownsville, Kentucky for a school benefit.  In the letters, chiefly to his sister Gladys, he 
discusses the home place, family affairs, business opportunities, finances, and his work in 
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Detroit. He also discusses other family and Kentucky acquaintances that are in the Detroit area 
working. 
 Box 4 contains information related to an exhibit titled “Breathless Moments: Green River 
Valley Picture Shows” which documented Southard’s career in bringing entertainment to south 
central Kentucky.  The exhibit was executed by the Department of Library Special Collections at 
Western Kentucky University, with Manuscripts & Archives coordinator Pat Hodges serving as 
the manager.  It includes a grant application to the Kentucky Humanities Council for the project, 
research material, design details, guest lists for the exhibit venues, promotional material,  
photographs, evaluations and grant reports.  Folder 1 contains an interview conducted by Joe 
Boggs with Jesse Jenkins, Joan Southard and Jimmy Southard.  Folder 2 contains a VHS tape 
which includes two short cartoons shown by Southard; it was used at various exhibit venues.  
Folder 6 contains an interview done by Pia Walters with Harvey Robinson and Rayburn 





BOX 1 Journals     1924-1994  82 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory and Data    1985-1994  11 items 
 
Folder 2 Chiefly outgoing letters and photos 1924-1932  46 items 
   
Folder 3 Show journal and season   1931   2 items 
 
Folder 4 Original journal    1932   1 item 
 
Folder 5 Original journal    1932-1933  3 items 
 
Folder 6 Original journal    1934   1 item 
 
Folder 7 Original journal    1935   2 items 
 
Folder 8 Original journal    1936   1 item 
 
Folder 9 Original journal    1937   1 item 
 
Folder 10 Journal photocopy    1938   1 item 
 
Folder 11 Original journal    1939   3 items 
 
Folder 12 Original journal and tent record  1940   4 items 
 
Folder 13 Original journal    1940-1941  3 items 
 
Folder 14 Original journal    1941-1942  3 items 
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BOX 2 Journals     1943-1953  32 items 
 
Folder 1 Original journal    1943   3 items 
 
Folder 2 Original journal and tent journal  1944   3 items 
 
Folder 3 Original journal and tent journal  1945   4 items 
 
Folder 4 Original journal and tent record  1946   4 items 
 
Folder 5 Original journal    1947   3 items 
 
Folder 6 Original journal and  expense records 1948   5 items  
 
Folder 7 Original journal, expense, and tent 1949   3 items 
  records 
 
Folder 8 Original journal and tent records  1950   2 items 
 
Folder 9 Original journal    1951   2 items 
 
Folder 10 Original journal    1952   2 items 
 
Folder 11 Original journal    1953   1 item 
 
 
Box 3  Journals     1937-1970  28 items 
 
Folder 1 Original journal    1954   4 items 
 
Folder 2 Original journal    1955   4 items 
 
Folder 3 Original journal    1956   3 items 
 
Folder 4 Original journal    1957   1 item 
 
Folder 5 Original journal    1958   4 items 
 
Folder 6 Original journal    1959   1 item 
 
Folder 7 Original journal    1970   1 item 
 
Folder 8 Personal records    1938-1945  1 item 
 
Folder 9 Listing of movies show and  1939-1945  1 item 
  business accounts 
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Folder 10 Journal     1942-1954  1 item 
 
Folder 11 Ledger     1944-1946  1 item 
 
Folder 12 Broadsides advertising   n.d.   5 items 
 
Folder 13 Magazine     1937   1 item 
 
 
BOX 4 Exhibit material    1986-1988  84 items 
 
Folder 1 Interview tapes    1986   3 items 
 
Folder 2 Cartoon videotapes    1987   2 items 
 
Folder 3 Research notes    1986   3 items 
 
Folder 4 Exhibit case layouts    1986   2 items 
 
Folder 5 Advertising materials   1986-1988  22 items 
 
Folder 6 Interview     1987   1 item 
 
Folder 7 Additional materials from exhibit  n.d.   35 items   
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650   
  Financial records and some personal 
 correspondence of Robert “Bob” Southard who 
 ran an itinerant movie theater in a tent, 1931-1959, in 
south central Kentucky.  Also includes research and  
promotional material for an exhibit titled “Breathless  
Moments: Green River Valley Picture Shows,” which  
showed at several public libraries in south central  
Kentucky.  
  4 boxes.  46 folders.  226 items.  Originals, 
photocopies, photos, videotapes, cassette tapes. 
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Boggs, Joe (Interviewer)       B4,F1 
Breathless Moments: Green River Valley Picture Shows (Exhibition), 1986-1987       B4 
Cartoons (Video)       B4,F2 
Clark, Brent – Photos       B4,F5 
Hancock, Turner – Photo       B4,F5 
Hodges, Patricia Ann (Morgan), b. 1931 – Photos       B4,F5 
Hodges, Patricia Ann (Morgan), b. 1931 – Relating to 
Jenkins, Jesse (Informant)       B4,F1 
Kentucky Humanities Council – Relating to       B4 
Kentucky Museum – Western Kentucky University – Relating to       B4 
Library Special Collections – Western Kentucky University – Relating to       B4 
Moving pictures – Relating to 
Robinson, Harvey, 1897-1993 (Informant)       B4,F6 
Robinson, Rayburn L. (Informant)       B4,F6 
Slocum, Vicki L. (Stofer), b.1942       B4,F7 
Slocum, Vicki L. (Stofer), b. 1942 – Photos       B4,F5 
Southard, Gladys, 1911-1941 – Letters to       B1,F2 
Southard, James Robert “Bob,” 1901-1985 – Photos       B4,F8 
Southard, James Robert “Bob,” 1901-1985 – Relating to 
Southard, Jimmy (Informant)       B4,F1 
Southard, Joan, b. 1955 (Informant)       B4,F1 
Southard, Joan, b. 1955 – Photos       B4,F5 
Traveling motion picture theaters – Kentucky       B1-B3 
Vanderver, Gail – Photos       B4,F5,8 








    Moving pictures 
 
Nelson, Gladys (Southard), 1911-1941 
 See also: 
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